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Andrew C. Kadak, Ph.D. (Speaker)
Dr. Andrew C. Kadak is a former President and CEO of Yankee Atomic Electric 

Company and a Professor of the Practice in Nuclear Engineering at MIT. Dr. Kadak 

has authored numerous papers on nuclear management, nuclear power, and 

advanced reactors. He has also served as President of the American Nuclear 

Society, contributing significantly to advancements in the nuclear industry.

Brian McDonald, Ph.D. (Host)

Dr. Brian McDonald is a Principal Engineer and Vice President at Exponent Inc. in 

their Silicon Valley office. Dr. McDonald has performed seismic risk assessments 

and design peer reviews for nuclear power plants and U.S. D.O.E. nuclear facilities. 

He is an invited member of the Nuclear Standards Committee of the American 

Society of Civil Engineers, and is Chairman of the technical committee responsible 

for developing, maintaining and promulging seismic design standards for nuclear 

structures.
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As Poland embarks on new nuclear plant construction projects and eventual operation, there 

are many lessons to be learned from recent nuclear construction projects around the world.  

The pitfalls and obstacles are many.  Being aware of these will minimize delays and cost 

overruns avoiding possible cancelations of needed energy facilities.  This seminar will 

highlight some challenges in the hopes that they can be successfully overcome.
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